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8,824 persons in Comal County  118,480 persons in Comal County  



Starting in 1995, going to 2000. 



add 5 years, the 10 years between 1995 to 2005… 



add 5 more years, the 15 years between 1995 to 2010… 



Finally, the 18 years between 1995 to 2013… 



1. The take is incidental to otherwise lawful actions 

2. The HCP demonstrates that impacts are minimized and 

mitigated to the maximum extent practicable 

3. Funding is provided to implement the plan 

• Comal County has over 65,000 acres of potential endangered species 

habitat 

• Over 10,000 acres of this will likely be developed in the next 30 years 

• The Federal Endangered Species Act prohibits harming listed species 

• The ESA provides for “take” permits or habitat conservation plans 

(HCP), provided: 

Comal County Regional Habitat Conservation Plan 

Why are we here? 



• Preserve the open space heritage of Comal County while conserving 

endangered species 

• Help conserve and obtain information on other species to assist the 

Service in precluding the need to list additional species in the County 

• Provide the County and affected landowners within the County a 

more efficient process for complying with the ESA compared to 

individual permitting through the Service 

• Allow the County to apply for Federal Habitat Conservation Plan 

Enhancement funds 

Purposes of the RHCP 

The Plan is 100% voluntary 



• In 2006 the County received an ESA section 6 HCP  Planning 

Assistance Grant of $612,852; a 25% local match was required for 

this Federal grant 

• Funds have been used to convene and seek input from a Citizens 

Advisory Committee and a Biological Advisory Team and to 

prepare a draft RHCP and EIS 

• In 2007 the County received a Federal Recovery Land Acquisition 

Grant of $652,312 for purchase of the 288-acre Morton tract 

• A public scoping meeting was held on October 16, 2008, to help 

identify issues to be addressed in the EIS 

• Two USFWS workshops with the consulting team were held in 

2008 and 2009 

History of the Comal County RHCP  
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• Evaluation Species – the Cagle’s map turtle and six species of 

invertebrates that have been petitioned to be listed by the Forest 

Guardians  

• The Covered Actions – public infrastructure, public and private 

development projects, school development and improvement. 

The Covered Species and Covered Actions 

golden-cheeked warbler black-capped vireo 



The golden-cheeked warbler is an insect-eating bird that 

is totally dependent on stands of mature ashe juniper in 

Texas for nesting habitat. Warblers arrive at their breeding 

grounds mid-March, returning to the same territories each 

year and nesting from April to May.  



The warbler’s population has declined dramatically in the last 20 

years. In 1974, the population was estimated at 15,000 to 17,000 

birds. In 1990, it had dropped to 2,200 to 4,600.  

 

The warbler was listed as endangered under the Endangered 

Species Act (ESA) in the United States in December 1990. 

 

Listing the species has led to controversy because landowners may 

be restricted in developing their property if  it contains warbler 

habitat. 
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The warbler was listed 

as endangered under the 

Endangered Species Act 

in December 1990.  



Protection Under the 

Endangered Species Act 

In the United States, it is illegal to 

“take” (kill, capture, wound, 

harass, or harm) a species that is 

on the Endangered Species Act’s 

list of threatened or endangered 

species.  Harm to the species 

includes destroying habitat if doing 

so kills or injures members of the 

species. 

  

Landowners who want to bulldoze warbler habitat on their land 

have to get permission from the government.  To get permission, 

they must prepare a plan to help conserve the warbler on their 

property even though they are cutting down some of the habitat. 



Two options for compliance: 

 

1. Individual Consultation with the USFW Service. 

 

2. Obtain a permit from a County with a Regional Habitat 

Conservation Plan.   

 



What’s in the Plan and the Permit? 

 

1. Voluntary development of preserves. 

 

2. Ability to permit “incidental take” within Comal County.   

 


















